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SUMMARY

The aim of this investigation was to establish black parents' perceptions

regarding their educational responsibility in a changing educational

dispensation.

From the literature study it became clear that rapid change represents one

of the most dynamic features of modern society and the traditional black

family is not left untouched by this. The influence of permissiveness,

materialism and the mass-media forces parents to educate their children

under circumstances quite different to those under which they themselves

were reared. Industrialization, urbanization, politicization and the norm

crisis are the most dominant characteristics of modern society which gave

rise to numerous problems regarding the adequate functioning of the

family.

In the historical overview of black education in South Africa it was

revealed that during the nineteenth century the education of black children

in South Africa was funded and controlled by different churches.

Between 1904and 1953 the administration of Black Education was jointly

performed by the churches and provinces and during these years the

policy of segregation and inequalities in education are well-known and

well-documented. After the National Party's accession in 1948 and the

passing of the Bantu Education Act in 1953, separation in black education

became formalised through legislation and was vigorously implemented.

Since the early 1950s apartheid education was vociferously opposed by

black students and teachers. The sporadic protests and boycotts of the

1950s and 1960s culminated in the student riots of 1976 which signalled

an end to apartheid education.
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Changes in society had remarkable and adverse effects on the educational

responsibility of black parents. The traditional practice, where children

learned from their parents and elders, changed to a Western system

where professionals teach children with the aid of textbooks.

Parents should, however, have no uncertainties as to their educational

responsibility as parents. As the child's primary educators, parents are

responsible for the child's adequate education at home, which serves as

a basis for school education. They should be fully aware of their role,

purpose and task, as well as the possibilities and limitations of their

activities as regard the education of their children. The purpose of the

child's education is not only adequate support and guidance towards

adulthood, but also optimal realization of the child's unique potential.

Responsible education can only be adequately realised if the educational

relationship between parent and child is based on trust, understanding

and authority.

For the purpose of the empirical investigation a self-structured

questionnaire was utilised. An analysis was done of 150 questionnaires

completed by the parents of standard 8 pupils in Umlazi schools. The

data thus obtained was processed and interpreted by means of descriptive

and inferential statistics. The hypothesis, namely that the relationship of

trust, understanding and authority between parent and child has no

relation with the gender or age of the parents or the number of school­

going children in the family, has to be accepted.

In conclusion. a summary and certain finding emanating from the literature

study and the empirical investigation were presented. Based on these

findings, the following recommendations were made:
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Cultural leaders must re-establish and meaningfully foster the

efficient functioning of the nuclear family.

Parent guidance and parent involvement programmes must be

established at schools.

Further research must be done regarding parents' perception of

their educational responsibilities.
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OPSOMMING

Hierdie ondersoek was daarop gerig am swart ouers se persepsies

rakende hulle opvoedingsverantwoordelikheid in 'n veranderende

onderwysbedeling vas te stel.

Uit die literatuurstudie het dit geblyk dat die mees dinamiese verskynsel

van die moderne samelewing die snelle verandering daarvan is, en dat die

tradisionele swart gesin nie daardeur onaangeraak gebly het nie. Weens

die invloed van permissiwiteit, materialisme en die massa-media word

ouers verplig am hulle kinders op te voed onder omstandighede wat baie

verskil van die waarin hulle opgevoed is. Industrialisasie, verstedeliking,

verpolitisering en die norm krisis is van die mees invloedryke veranderings

in die moderne samelewing wat aanleiding gee tot die talryke probleme

rakende die doeltreffende funksionering van die gesin.

Uit die historiese oorsig van swart onderwys in Suid-Afrika blyk dit dat die

onderwys aan swart kinders gedurende die negentiende eeu hoofsaaklik

deur kerkgenootskappe, befonds en beheer is. Vanaf 1904 tot 1953 was

swart onderwys onder die gesamentlike administrasie van kerke en

provinsies. Dit verteenwoordig oak 'n tydperk waarrvdens die beleid van

segregasie en ongelykheid in swart onderwys alom bekend en deeglik

gedokumenteer was. Na die bewindsoorname van die Nasionale Party in

1948 en die instelling van die Wet op Bantoe Onderwys in 1953, is aparte

onderwys deur wetgewing bepaal en streng toegepas. Onderwysers en

studente het egter reeds in die vroee 1950s luidkeels prates aangeteken

teen die apartheidsbeleid in die onderwys. Die sporadiese protesoptoqts

en -boikotte van 1950 en 1960 het dan oak aanleiding gegee tot die

studente onrus in 1976 wat as die begin van die einde van aparte

onderwys beskou kan word.

Veranderings in die samelewing het merkwaardige en teenstellende
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important role because, through it. much of the cultural value systems

and symbols were transferred to the child (Mwamwenda. 1995:168l.

According to Sibiya (1994} cultural rewards and punishments were used

to reinforce the teachings that had gone on informally. Traditionally black

people regarded the education of their children as the responsibility of the

parents in the first instance and of the whole community in general. In

the traditional black community any male would feel obliged to punish a

child for a misdemeanour. whether the child is known or unknown to him.

The practice is. however. no longer acceptable within a Western

civilization.

Traditionally the child's advancement towards adulthood proceeded

strictly according to custom and social tradition (Mwamwenda. 1995:42l.

After certain periods and at fixed times the child was allotted higher

status. The child's becoming was marked by an active involvement in a

series of clearly demarcated stages. The transition from childhood to

manhood or womanhood happened in distinctive stages and none of these

stages could be entered without active preparation and ceremony (Dreyer,

1980:109; Sibiya. 1994).

In the traditional authoritarian home atmosphere no questioning of

authority was tolerated. Khumalo (1995) says that complete submission

to the authority of adults was expected. The father-figure was that of an

authoritarian and he paved the way for the young ones in no uncertain

terms. Not only the biological parents were involved in the education of

the child but all adults in the community regarded the child as their

responsibility. The child did not only have his parents as role models in

education but found models of behaviour and conduct in all the adults

around him (Teleki. 1989:25; Schoeman. 1985:76; Behr, Cherian,

Mwamwenda. Ndaba & Ramphal, 1988:121.
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Cemane (1984:15) and Shabalala (1995) say that traditionally, the child

was actually forced by customs, tradition and societal ways to take an

active part in his own development towards adulthood. The peer group

played an important role in helping the child to acquire the ways and

customs of society. "Ukwesaba" (fear for those superior to you) was

almost a holy awe and enabled all the child's seniors to exert tremendous

influence on his actions and behaviour. Custom compelled the child to go

about with his peers only. By precept and example the child was led or

elicited into innumerable ways of proper and acceptable behaviour, for

example habits of respectfulness, obedience, generosity, decency, a

sense of duty, responsibility, self-reliance, self-control, ability to defend

himself and the acquisition of general knowledge (Khanyile, 1990:8;

Sibisi, 1989:421. In all this the child had to participate actively, without

forgetting complete submission to those above him (Dlamini, 1984:50).

3.2.2 The extended family

Le Roux led.), 11992:8) and Behr et et., /1988:12) define the extended

family as a kind of family organisation where three or more generations

of descendants and in-laws live in the same house. Van den Aardweg

and Van den Aardweg 11988:89) and Mwamwenda (1995:429) say that

the composition is, however, often determined culturally and can include

uncles, aunts and grandparents, besides the nuclear family.

The extended family can develop by joining together two or more nuclear

families. This is found for example in the patriarchal family system where

the sons and their families live in their parental home and together they

form an extended family type in the patrilineal form (Stevn, Van Wyk, &

Le Roux, 1987:46).
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(1) Advantages of the extended family

The extended family has always played an important role in black society

and has influenced almost all aspects of the black culture. Among the

early black people the bonds of kinship were very extensive and served

to bring together into a group people who in a Western society, would not

be regarded as related.

According to Myburgh (1991: 101) the following can be regarded as

advantages of the extended family:

Numerous activities are carried out jointly by the members in the

family. In the carrying out of these activities together they learn to

value, respect and trust each other and to realise that their success

as a community depends on whether or not each individual is

contributing his best.

All members of the extended family usually work together for the

good of the whole family. The working members contribute

economically whilst the elderly (non-working) members care for the

household and younger children.

The loss of income or possessions in an extended family do not

have serious detrimental effects on the particular family because

there is "sharing" in all family matters. It requires only minor

adjustments as extended family members come to the aid of the

family member or members in distress.

The child in the extended family is usually referred to as "our child"

and not only the child of the biological parents. This indicates that



..
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the child is taken care of by all the adults in the extended family

(Behr, Cherian et at. 1988: 12).

The extended family is of great advantage to orphaned children .

In the case of the death of biological parents, other adults in the

extended family will take care of the orphaned children. If a father

should die his older brothers or half-brothers would care for his

widow and children through the custom of "ukunqene" (levirate).

The eldest male in the extended family is the "umninimuzi" (family

owner). In instances of disputes between family members the

"umninimuzi" served as mediator. In the event of an altercation

between a married couple he would be the one to intervene with

great prudence and give appropriate judgement as to who had

wronged. This interference mitigated forces which could lead to

marriage dissolution.

Upbringing of children occurs at a wider scale in the extended

family. Not only parents but also elders and grandparents educate

children. Grandparents teach children traditional skills and crafts

and tell them folklore stories.

In the extended family there is always a relative to look after

children or elderly people in times of difficulties, sickness or death.

Orphaned children are "adopted" by close relatives in the family.

The constant meeting with other relatives in the extended family

leads to the establishment of a strong family feeling.
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(2) Disadvantages of the extended family

Ezewu (1986:53-54) see the following as disadvantages of the extended

family:

+

+

+

+

+

+

There is a bigger likelihood of quarrels, because the extended

family consists of more family members. Especially between the

older and younger generations, due to the latter's different

behaviour and ideas.

There is a greater possibility within the extended family for

husband and wife to have divided loyalties regarding their own

families.

Children may be indulged and spoilt by members outside the

immediate family. and hence their own parents' authoritv may be

undermined.

Elderly family members may pass on outdated traditions, attitudes

and prejudices.

The bond of love between husband and wife may be negatively

interfered with if the husband fails to care adequately for his wife

because he concurrently has to support his parents or other family

members.

The family head may 'Nish to exercise his authority and powers

over younger married couples, thereby subjugating the prerogative

of the husband over the wife. This may confuse the wife as to

whose authority she has to accept.
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In the extended family the multiplicity of family members dilutes

the intimate relationship of the nuclear family ..

3.2.3 The nuclear family

Le Roux (ed.) (1992: 13) describes the nuclear family as a social unit in

society consisting of a married couple and their children. This implies that

the nuclear family basically comprises the father, the mother and their

children. The nuclear family is also referred to as the monogamous

family. Elliot (1986:16) says the latter means a family consisting of one

husband and one wife at a time, and their children. Morrish (1985:163)

distinguishes between two interpretations of the nuclear family which are

not essentially different in composition, but which rather involve a

different point of view.

Firstlv. every person belongs to a family of orientation in which he

or she is born and reared and which include his father, mother,

brothers andior sisters.

Secondly, every normal adult also belongs to a family of

procreation which is established by marriage and includes the

person's spouse and children.

Thompson and Hickley (1994:318-321) point out that the nuclear family

is common in Western countries and is also becoming the custom in some

other countries which have contact, in one way or another, with the

Western world. Modern society is mainly composed of these small "social

cells" or nuclear families which are gradually becoming smaller in size.

Van den Aardweg and Van den Aardweg (1988:156) state that nuclear
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families over ten in number are rarely heard of today, and many families

only have two or less children due to a move into the towns or cities,

smaller homes, less money, birth control facilities and the high cost of

living. Although the structure of the family has not shown many changes

through time, the formation of the family has undergone considerable

modification as a result of a dynamic and rapidly changing society.

Ezewu (1986:411 says traditionally the family was a unit of both

production and consumption as all family members contributed to the

common family pool. The modern family has become more of a unit of

consumption. As soon as children reach an age at which they are able to

support themselves, they leave home and become "external producers"

who no longer contribute to the common family pool.

(1) Advantages of the nuclear family

According to Linton (Elliot, 1986:61 and Berns (1985:69) a nuclear family

has the following advantages:

..

..

..

The nuclear family posits a permanent heterosexual relationship

based on the innate physical and psychological needs of the father

and mother.

It is easier for me parents in a nuclear family to regulate the size of

their family (number of children).

Closer companionship exists in the nuclear family setting because

husband and 'dife depend on each other for companionship and

children depenc mainly on their own parents for affection and

socialization.
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A wife can enjoy more love from her husband and also the husband

from his wife. Each one strongly focuses on the other without the

interference of any third party, with the exception of their children.

This enhances the relationship of love between parent and child.

In the nuclear family the father's authority becomes highly

effective. The father-child-reciprocity is manifest since there are no

other superior figures which might tamper with the father's status

and thereby weaken his authority.

The father is the only "iqnude" (crowing cock) within the nuclear

family setting. He is self-assertive and has a positive self-image,

hence he exercises his paternal responsibility with ebullience since

there are no other powers within his family which subjugate him.

The limited number of the family members in the nuclear family

enhances privacy for the family members.

The size of modern housing is more suitable to the smaller nuclear

family.

The nuclear family has a positive influence on birth control (an

affordable number of children) and the population explosion.

Disadvantages of the nuclear family

The following can be regarded as disadvantages of the nuclear family

(O'Donnell, 1993:361:
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In a nuclear family the possibility of loneliness exists because of

the limited number of family members. This may make either of

the parents more susceptible to the temptation of engaging himself

or herself in extramarital relationships.

The emergence of the nuclear family has increased the incidence

of orphanhood. When biological parents die there are no extended

family members for "adoption", and it is difficult to "transplant"

these children to a foreign environment where there is no

immediate blood relatives.

Despite the harmonious intertwinement in the nuclear family it has

also emerged with a severely high rate of family dissolution. In the

event of altercations between spouses there is no mediator (family

head) to intervene and marriages are more likely to be dissolved.

In the nuclear family setting children are deprived of the situation

where they may observe their parents' example of respecting their

grandparents and thereby learning how children should respect

parents.

The custom of levirate which improvised for widowed women does

not feature in the nuclear family. This may induce the widow to

form relationships with males not approved by the family.

CHANGES IN SOCIETY

Like many other countries, South Africa is going through various stages

of change, something that must be regarded as fait accompli and part of
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human nature (McKendrick & Hoffman, 1990:341 J. In all societies,

however, there is some resistance to change, with its concomitant

restructuring of men's "umwett" into something that is unknown (Mentz,

1994:1-2J. It implies that change may be desired and pursued, or reviled

and resisted, but it can never be stopped. The speed and direction of

change, however, are never random but every society moves towards its

future in terms of its past, its own institutions and traditions (Thompson

& Hickey, 1994:151J.

Changes in South Africa began when seafarers, explorers and settlers

from the Netherlands and Britain brought with them a Western culture to

the Cape. These people brought with them the customs, institutions and

beliefs of the Western culture.

The contact between black people, with their traditional way of living, and

the whites with a Western way of living, caused rapid social changes to

take place, hence the black people's indigenous way of living has been

interfered with (Dreyer, 1980:42). The black society became exposed to

the cultural influence of a more dominant group which brought about

changes in their traditional lifestyle. Black communities changed rapidly

as a result of the continuous flow of traits, behaviours and ways of life

from the Western culture.

There is a causal-effect relationship between the social changes which

brought about changes in the society and family lives of people. White

people with a Western lifestyle acculturated indigenous black people with

the result that their social, economic and religious life were all to follow

the Western trend (Elliot. 1986:178), Through the Western cultural

dominance over the traditional black culture. black people were forced to
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adapt themselves to the Western culture although this cultural adaptation

did not completely obliterate the black people's traditions (Ndabandaba,

1987:22). Consequently, therefore there are areas where the cultures

overlap. Nkosi (1995) says some black people' find themselves

communicating with God the Almighty through both their ancestral spirits

and Jesus Christ.

Westernization caused significant changes in traditional trade and

industry. Industrialization resulted from the mass production of goods in

a factory system which involves some degree of mechanised production

technology. Agriculture economy was replaced by industrial activities

which was embraced as a hallmark of development, and this led to rural

proletariat to flock to cities and towns (Haralambos & Harold, 1989:342;

Hoogvelt, 1981 :61). Industrialization also caused black inhabitants to

change from an agrarian way of life to an industrialised way of life.

Westernization causes traditional, agrarian people to move to urban areas

to earn a living by working in modern industries.

Urbanization is therefore a direct result of industrialization. Being the

breadwinners in their families many black fathers had no choice but to go

and work in towns and cities. After the scrapping of the influx control

law (1990), which prohibited free movement of blacks to urban areas,

urbanization accelerated dramatically. According to Dekker and Van

Schalkwyk Ieds) (1995:452) seven million blacks have moved to cities in

the past decade and squatter camps have sprung up on the outskirts of

all major cities. Black people were removed from the land to which they

were historically bound, and were plunged into situations where corporate

existence had no meaning and people were dehumanised.
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3.4 THE EFFECT OF SOCIETAL CHANGES ON THE BLACK FAMILY

With the inception of a Western family lifestyle, the economy of the

traditional black family manifested significant changes. The traditional

status of the father as sole breadwinner was adversely affected by the

participation of mothers in the labour market. Makhabela (1986:25) says

in the traditional black family the father was regarded as the only reliable

source of income and the foremost provider in the needs of the family.

The joint participation of mothers and fathers in being the source of

income for the family made the father's status as provider more or less

equal to that of the mother.

Through the adoption of a Western lifestyle the traditional Zulu

socialization process, "inkuliso " was transformed to "imtundo ".

"tnkutiso " refers to the traditional Zulu upbringing, where elderly family

members taught the younger ones the values, norms and standards of

society. In education "imtundo" or "book learning" children obtain most

of their knowledge from books (Dreyer & Duminy, 1983:184). "Book

learning" is perceived by the Zulu father as subversive to his status.

Through his practical experiences in life and as family leader the father

was recognised as the most important source of knowledge in the

traditional family. In a modern and changed society the status of the

father as authority in knowledge is no longer acknowledged by his

children who consider their textbook knowledge as superior (Asher Ied.).

1990:29). Children who can read and write because of their Westernized

schooling are inclined to look down on their illiterate parents. They are

able to communicate through the written word and find themselves

identifying with a modern lifestyle which is the norm and standard of the

day. This made children lose their faith in their parents and lead to
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alienation between parent and child. Elliot (1986: 52l says that acute

opposition emerged between the educated youth and the uneducated

parents, so thatthe young generation considered their parents' knowledge

as invalid and antiquated, not warranting any recognition. The father­

figure as the most important source of knowledge gave way to the

teacher-figure. Oppong (1987:43) says the over-emphasis on school

education and the over-reliance on teachers as the only source of

knowledge had subversive influence on the image of the father. His

status or knowledge was overthrown by school learning and the

relationship of trust between father and child was impaired.

Westernization denounced the unquestionable authority of the traditional

black father over his household (Gurnede, 1994). Previously the child

was bound to comply with the authority of the father without questioning

it, but after black traditional life permeated with the Western lifestyle,

unquestioning compliance by the child gave way for reasoning and

questioning before the child would yield to the father's authority.

Through the introduction of the Western judicial system, the need

developed for all authority to be open to national scrutiny and vindication

{Ngobese, 19951. The rationale behind the father's exercise of authority

over his child became subject to question. It was felt that the authority

of the father should not infringe on the child's freedom. According to

Western legal norms children had to be given the latitude to debate and

negotiate with their father certain issues, such as their future. All

authority should be justifiable on rational grounds and the right of

individual conscience should, where possible, be respected (Haratarnbos

& Holborn, 1994:461).
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In the midst of sudden changes, a complicated life, and rapid progress,

contemporary black society is characterised by exceptional complexity.

Industrialization with its accompanying urbanization brought about drastic

changes in the primary structure of black socterv.' Le Roux {ed.}

(1992:83) say that a traditional, rural, community lifestyle has become an

urbanised, impersonal and formal or business way of life. Harmful and

inhibiting social, economic and political influences inundate and

overpower the family situation so that parent and child are caught up in

the struggle between familial and social influences.

Traditional family bonds are being weakened almost everywhere. Khan

and Talal (1986:15) and Mwamwenda (1995:428) identify a host of

factors causing the isolation of children. Statistical indicators show that

tendencies such as divorce and separation, child abuse, teenage

pregnancies, alcoholism, drug abuse and suicide. especially amongst

young people. are all increasing inexorably. Le Roux led.} [1993:3} claims

that our modern world has become problematic - it is extremely

complicated and everyone is experiencing a "roaring current of change

and a fantastic change in the rate of change".

In black society there are factors at work that disturb and impede the

relationship between parent and child to such an extent that child-rearing

and education are not adequately realised {Van Niekerk, 1987: 14-201. In

countless cases a generation gap has developed between parents and

their children because. due to societal changes, they are unfamiliar with

one another's situations and are also no longer capable of communicating

with one another (Van den Aardweg & Van den Aardweg).
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3.4.1 Politicisation

As soon as a political element is introduced into a community inevitably

pressure groups, interest groups and quasi-interest grou'ps will make their

appearance, seeking to force their ideologies and opinion upton the

situation. The histories of various societies and countries testify to the

fact that, when change takes place at a fairly rapid pace, the communities

concerned are often characterised by political instability, social insecurity,

conflict and violence (Mentz, 1994:1).

In the general sense of the word, politics refers to the management of a

state. This can be conducted according to a fully centralised method

which centres political power in the hands of a single group (previous

South African government). or a fully decentralised method of control

which delegates power to various groups with an interest in the state. In

the early 1970s black students began to mobilise opposition within the

schools as part of the political struggle for freedom and equality in South

Africa (Le Roux (ed.) 1992:40). Attacks on school property were

followed by the arrest of pupils and the closure of schools. Because of

their participation in the protest against apartheid, black children have

suffered extensively from political activity. According to EPU (1992:4)

many black children have been subjected to a general atmosphere of

terror and intimidation. Far from being protected because of their youth,

children have become targets for political struggle, thereby being denied

the opportunity to grow up in a stable and safe environment (Van Vuuren,

et el., 1983:7).

As traditional leader of the family the father has significant influence on

family members regarding their political affiliation, ideologies and views.

Children tend to have the same political affiliation as their fathers. Le
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Roux (ed.) (1992:721 says fathers are usually more involved in political

activities and as such play an important role in the child's interest and

involvement in politics. It is therefore mainly the father's responsibility to

educate the child with regard to the political values and traits that are

prevalent in the society. Children are, however, subject to political

activities and influences which are in conflict with the views, norms and

values of the family. Adequate support and guidance by fathers regarding

political matters can safeguard the child against the conflicting ideologies

with which activists may confront them (Garfortn, 1985:60).

Griessel, Louw and Swart (1993: 127) say parents should always keep in

mind that the child is ignorant and insecure and therefore does not yet

know how to orientate himself as regards to the various political issues

that emerge in a changing society. This implies that he is unable to

understand, formally and systematically, the plural, complicated political

world of adulthood. This places an enormous responsibility on the

parents, especially the father as family head, to adequately enlighten the

child so that he will gain sufficient political experience to make a

constructive contribution to society (Le Roux (ed.), 1993:124).

3.4.2 Industrialisation and urbanisation

Industrialization refers to the mass production of goods in a factory

system which involved some degree of mechanised production

technology. There are a number of problems which arise from the family

to industrialization. Firstly. the process of industrialization does not follow

the same course in every society. Secondly, industrialization is not a

fixed thing but a developing process. Much of the research on the family

and industrialization has led to considerable confusion because it is not
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always clear what the family in industrial society is being compared to.

In addition, within industrial society there are variations in family structure

(Haralambos & Holborn, 1994:474).

The Industrial Revolution (1750-1850) brought about a drastic change

throughout societv, including the primary form of black society. Morrish

(1985:36) postulates that the contact with white society and white

institutions exposed black society to changes which no society could

resist. The traditional, rural, community lifestyle of black people has

changed to a more formal, businesslike way of life (Le Roux (ed.)

1992:83). Family life has consequently deteriorated and is increasingly

characterised by a loss of function. Marais (ed.) 1988:52 says harmful

and inhibiting influences caused by industrialization overpowered the

family situation, so that parent and child are caught up in the conflict

between familial and external powers.

The parents' role in the family is greatly influenced by the economic

status of the father. The father's esteem within the family is especially

determined by the extent to which he can adequately fulfil his role, which

includes proper financial support. In a highly competitive industrial world

the father might not be successful due to lack of training or as the result

of the high rate of unemployment (Van Zyl Siabbert, 1994:34). The

father who cannot provide sufficiently in the financial needs of his family

is dethroned from his position as principal provider, and his family

members lose confidence in his ability as head of the family. According

to Elliot (1986:971. research has found that unemployment deprives

fathers of their rightful place in the family and society. They lose

confidence in themselves, feel defeated and may be prone to a variety of

pathologies.
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Industrialization has also brought about the active participation of women

(wives) in the labour force. This transformation in the traditional role of

the mother had caused fathers to feel deprived of their status as

breadwinners of the family. Hallinan, Klein and Glass ri 990:37) maintain

that the extent to which fathers have internalised their role as

breadwinners cause the employment of their wives to be very negatively

experienced by them. They perceive the employment of a wife to reflect

support failure on the part of the father. They feel troubled about the loss

of their authority and they suffer self-doubt and low self-esteem (Mlondo,

1990:71).

Mothers are often forced to return to their former employment soon after

a child's birth. The inadequacy of creches and other child-care

arrangements means that a return to work is often at the cost of the

child. This situation further contributes to the massive disorganisation of

black family life in contemporary South Africa (Cock, Emdon & Klugman,

1986:66). Mothers are subject to considerable strain and anxiety where

young children are left in the care of aged grandmothers, older children

or ill-equipped and expensive child-rninders.

When children have lost confidence in their parents' ability to make

adequate financial provision, the relationship of trust between parent and

child is marred and the education situation cannot be realised.

Urbanization is a direct result of industrialization. People from rural areas

flocked to towns and cities to seek employment at the numerous factories

and industries. The abnormal increase in the black population in towns

and cities creates numerous soclo-economlcat and educational problems.

The contemporary black family is absorbed in the rhythm of the city. Le



[841

Raux (ed.l (1992:84) says the essence of the modern family has its

origins in the city mentality of "earn, entertain and consume". The bonds

of the family, be it in a rural area or a city, are being loosened.

Ndabandaba (1987:221 says the black family has been transformed from

a homogenous and integrated one to a heterogenous and disintegrated

one.

As a result of urbanization fathers left their families. In order to earn a

living and provide financially for their families fathers moved to towns or

cities to be nearer to their places of employment and had to leave their

families behind. According to Sibisi (1989:1521 the absence of the father

from his family had an adverse effect on his role as father.

A complete family unit is the only true and ideal family, as with any other

so-called family immeasurable problems will present themselves with any

other so-called family. Van den Aardweg and Van den Aardweg

(1988:213) identify the following problems encountered by families where

the father works away from home and is absent for long periods of time:

The mother has to bear the major responsibility for children, which

culminates in a responsibility overload.

There is a task overload with innumerable jobs, household and

parental demands, and many activities which the father used to

undertake.

There is also emotional overload. The mother often feels isolated,

has no-one with whom to share and loneliness may result.
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Domestic disorganisation may occur with erratic bedtimes and

meal-times. There is less time to read, converse and listen to the

children.

Boys are more negatively affected by an absent father than girls

and are in conflict with their mothers, more often.

Mothers may feel inadequate and incompetent, and may struggle

with self-esteem.

There is little time for social relationships.

Adjustment problems at school occur, demonstrated by restless,

obstinate, disruptive and impulsive behaviour.

The mother is often unable to participate in parent-school activities

and also to oversee homework.

Homes were left without any paternal figure and the father was dethroned

from his traditional position as family head, since women discovered that

they could survive and care adequately for their families without the

presence of a father-figure. Nxumalo (1984:64) states that urbanization

impeded the black father's position as an authority figure since even his

children learned that they could survive under the mother as a substitute

for the father in his absence. Haralambos & Holborn (1994:475) say

father have been overthrown from their traditional cognisance as the ones

who could provide shelter for the family, since urban legislation gave

mothers the independence to be house-owners and family heads without

the fathers.
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When taking up employment far from home to provide better financial

support to his family, the father is away from home most of the time, and

during these long periods of absence no harmonious father-child­

relationship can be established, so that the father is unable to fulfil his

task as primary educator of the child (Van den Aardweg and Van den

Aardweg, 1988:159-160).

3.4.3 Population explosion

According to Hofmeyr (1994:46) South Africa's annual population growth

rate of 2,1% is high compared to international standards. In numerical

terms this implies that the population increased by almost a million every

year. Mostert and Van Tonder (1986:60) state that two-thirds of women

in their reproductive years live in black rural areas, where they are not

directly in contact with the modernising influences of development which

includes inter alia family planning programmes. The fertility levels in rural

areas are therefore high, with the result that the population growth of the

black population in the country remain high despite the declining fertility

in urban areas. Mostert and Van Tender (1986:601 say that people move

to urban areas because of insufficient resources in rural areas, and

therefore the "population explosion" from rural areas spills over to urban

areas.

According to Dekker and Van Schalkwyk (eds) (1995:453) the average

number of children in black families is six. Research has dictated that

even at birth family size begins to exert an influence, high perinatal

mortality being associated with high parity (Pringle, 1987:65). Children

from large families are at a considerable disadvantage physically,

educationally and in terms of social adjustment (Oppong, 1987:51).
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Obviously one explanation is that when parental time, attention, and

patience have to be shared, less is available for each child; this appears

to be as true of psychological resources as it is in terms of the family

budget (Phoenix, Woollet & lloyd, 1991 :74). Children from large families

with insufficient income may also have shortcomings in regard to

adequate housing, space for play, silence for homework, enough privacy

and other necessary household amenities.

In larger families both parents sometimes have to work long hours to

provide in the financial needs of the family and therefore have less time

to spend with their children. This lack of time, coupled with a large

number of children, inhibit the possibility for parents to establish a

harmonious relationship with each individual child. They do not always

have the time to converse and communicate on an individual basis with

a large number of children (Pringle, 1987: 11 0). They are not always able

to show the necessary interest in each child's academic achievement,

help them solve problems or just listen to their child. Within the large

family, primary education by the parents is inadequately realised.

3.4.4 Technological and scientific development

Although the advent of technology has brought about the possibilities for

an individual to actualise his own potential to the optimum. it has also

increased social and educational problems (Cernane, 1984:63), Scientific

and technological changes had and still have a strong influence on the

image displayed by the traditional group living in black society.

Modern technology decreased cultural socialisation amongst people and

caused them to become isolated. As a result poor relationships prevail
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amongst fellow human beings, parents and children, and an extremely

complicated world has been created.

Technology is very much involved in the creation of "things, objects and

inventions" which sometimes threaten to control the lives of people

(Morrish, 1985:69). Ever more amenities and utilitarian objects are being

created, making people more and more dependent upon man's inventions.

One of the most important changes which influenced the traditional

agragarian black society is the mechanisation of agricultural technology.

Vast improvement in mechanical devices, breeding techniques, fertilizers

and seeds changed the type of person taking up farming in a modern

society. Other technological changes that had a marked influence on

traditional lifestyles include transportation, communication, media,

etcetera.

Whilst modernisation, technological and scientific advancement of

societies are important, it is hoped that this will not lead to

dehumanisation and abandonment of some of the black human values that

have been central to their existence (Garforth, 1985:151. People from

black society want to be in a position to compete with other races in

cultural, scientific and technological advancement. but not at the expense

of losing their identity as reflected in their value system. It is necessary

to keep abreast with new developments in the world but still retain those

values that contribute to the uniqueness of black culture (Mwamwenda,

1995:432).

3.4.5 Christianisation

The religious development of the child is the development of a spiritual

relationship between man and a divine power, and indicates a belief in, a
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reverence for, a desire to please and also perhaps the exercise of rituals

and rites (Van den Aardweg & Van den Aardweg, 1988:194). Western

culture has brought the Christian religion and education jnto the traditional

black culture. According to Van Rensburg, Landman and Bodenstein

(1994:337) Christian education is founded in the Christian doctrine and

religion. The Christian educator has to educate the child (as child of the

Covenant) in accordance with the Order of Baptism, the Articles of Faith

and the Bible {Word of God!.

The Christian religion that came with the white people had an adverse

impact on the traditional religion of black people and therefore also the

educational role of parents. Reading and writing were important skills to

be taught to the black people by the Western people in order to impart

their religious dogma and disseminate their Christian religious beliefs.

This resulted in experiences of conflict between their own traditional

beliefs and Christian beliefs through their learning to read and write. They

experience difficulty in choosing between the Christian beliefs and their

traditional beliefs.

Through His teachings Christ emphasised the tenderness with which He

treated women and children. Through this Christian view it was

highlighted that fathers had to treat their children with respect, trust and

faith. To the black father this superior authority (Christ) interfered with

his authority by diminishing it, as he was no longer regarded by his

literate children as the only supreme figure (Landman, Van der Merwe,

Pitout, Smith & Windell, 1992:29). The status and respect that the father

gained in a polygamous family setting extended to the children, who

would emulate their mothers to give due respect to the status of the

father. These women were in competition to win the favour of the father,
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which heightened his esteem. The more wives, the higher was the

father's status. However, since the adoption of Christianity this status

position of the father came in jeopardy because Christianity proscribes

polygyny and a man could only have one wife (Karnbule, 1991 :9).

Anderson and Guernsey (1985:24) say that Christianity degraded the

absolute authority of the father within the black family through its over­

emphasis of the authority of God the Almighty. Christianity made the

biblical authority the highest order of authority there was. It furthermore

stated that people must obey God rather than fellowmen. This eroded the

obedience to the father by the family members. In the traditional black

family the father was the most respected figure, with the hope that after

his death he would achieve even more power over his living family

members. He would be an ancestor, and therefore the one who would

assist the family members during difficult times, deliver them from their

miseries and favour them in their endeavours. The supreme respect to

the father, however, vanished with the acceptance of the Christian

religion with God as the Holy Father of people.

Black fathers also played a leading role during traditional religious

ceremonies. During these ritual ceremonies it was the father, as head of

the family and the most respected and important person, who spoke to

the ancestors. The traditional Zulu prayer was made by the father to the

Almighty "umvellnqenqi", through the ancestral spirits. After the

adoption of Christianity, representation in prayer was denounced and

every person had the right to pray on his own. Mohanoe (1983: 160-161)

declares that the father's position as the superior figure during religious

ceremonies was annulled. According to Christian religion the only

mediator between the Almighty God and the living is Jesus Christ and not



[91 I

the earthly father of the family. Man's sins can only be forgiven through

the intercession of Christ.

The abstract concepts which abound in the religious sphere of Christianity

are not easily understood by black people who have traditional religious

experience consisting of various concrete objects housing their ancestral

spirits (Nel, 19951. Black parents who grew up within the traditional

religion experience difficulty in teaching their children a Christian religion

that is foreign to their own experience and therefore does not arise

naturally from it (Van den Aardweg and Van den Aardweg, 1988: 194).

3.4.6 Norm crisis

Van den Aardweg and Van den Aardweg (1988:156) define norms as the

standardized ways of acting, or the expectations governing limits of

variation in behaviour. Van Rensburg, Landman and Bodenstein

(1994:4561 say the word "norm" is used in the sense of a yardstick for

measuring or assessing: therefore a criterion. A norm is deduced from

the significance processed by a certain subject or object - thus from a

value. Some norms are widespread, others temporary, others more

permanent. Norms are culturally determined but are also universal, such

as respect for human life.

As a purposeful situation the education situation is a normative one; the

educative occurrence is founded on values and norms, and controlled and

directed by them. The child must therefore be supported by an adult

(parentI in his mastering of the adult life-world, which is normated reality.

Van Rensburg and Landman (1986:385) say the life of the child is

controlled and directed by a given order of value preferences as a life of

voluntary obedience to certain norms of what is true and false, good and
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bad, right and wrong, proper and improper, etc. As responsible adults,

parents are morally independent, strive for what is commendable and

reject what is reprehensible. The parents' exemplary living up to norms

and definite prescribing of norms to the child are necessary to arouse the

child's normatedness (Van Rensburg, Landman & Bodenstein, 1994:457).

In a rapidly changing society where norms and values have become

relative, minimised and actuaflsed, the child no longer knows exactly what

is right and what is wrong - the child finds himself in a norm crisis. In

urban areas interpersonal communication has become more and more

substituted by the mass media. The modern methods of communication,

magazines, radio, television, computers, internet, etc. may transmit

conflicting norms and values that are unacceptable within the family

(Cemane, 1987:50). Changes in society have also brought along changes

in the traditional customs, moral attributes and behaviours practised

within the traditional black culture. Dreyer (1980:27) states that social

changes meant a loss of group solidarity, identity and security. Rapid

changes brought about confusion, uncertainty and a new value system to

internalise (Van Zyl Slab bert, 1994:73-76).

The question that arises is: How can black parents direct the child as far

as norms and values are concerned, or transmit them with precision and

certainty, if they themselves are uncertain about the norms and values in

a changing society? This results in the child finding himself amidst a

norm crisis. Mohanoe /1983:8) says that, to the black child of today, the

problems of socio-cultural adjustment are worsened by the ever-changing

values, disintegrating moral codes and hazily-defined goals of his society

- the impact of acculturative forces and accelerated change.
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In a changing society black parents have to observe the changing norms

and values and conduct their lives accordingly. Only then can parents

accompany the child in such a way that on the grounds of a personal

decision of conscience, the child accepts norms as norms for himself.

3.5 PARENTING STYLES IN MODERN SOCIETY

In traditional black society the family setting was mainly patriarchal, with

the father as the dominant figure of authority. As the principal figure of

authority all activities and procedures in the family were father-controlled.

The latter is referred to as an authoritarian parental style. Western

culture, however, brought about changes in the absolute authority of the

father with the emergence of parents with a permissive or democratic

parenting style. Jarvis (1983:69) says parenting styles are changing at

a varying pace, which means there is constantly new knowledge and

skills for the parents to acquire. As soon as changes occur in the culture

of a group of people, the manner in which parents educate and discipline

their children will have to be reassessed and rephrased. It is therefore

essential to explore the different parenting styles in modern society

against the background of a traditional black family system in terms of

which roles, interactions, objectives and values are defined.

Gouws and Kruger (1994:111), Le Roux (ed.l (1992:44) and Vos

(1991 :124) distinguish between authoritarian, permissive and democratic

parents.

3.5.1 Authoritarian parenting style

According to Margow and Oxtoby (1987:8) the authoritarian parent is the

one which is in control and who decides on all activities and procedures.
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He expects total obedience from the child and controls and dominates his

behaviour and attitude dictatorially. Preordained limits have to be adhered

to unquestioningly and with blind obedience. Dialogue about rules and

principles is a rare occurrence and the child is hardly ever given the

opportunity to state his own views. There is a considerable psychological

distance between an authoritarian parent and the child and limited

intensive communication takes place (Hlatshwayo, 1992:471.

The authoritarian parental style entails a cold. dominant educational

atmosphere. The parent is intolerant and in many aspects makes high

demands on the child. The child who fails to meet these demands is

harshly dealt with IVos, 1991 :1251. Children who have been intolerantly

reared become passive people without much initiative - continual

correction has smothered the child's initiative. He has learned that if you

do nothing you cannot make a mistake. Authoritarian parents are lacking

in praise and criticism and demonstrate aloofness. Such parents tend to

shape, control and evaluate the child's behaviour and attitudes in

accordance with absolute standards (Angenent, 1985:106; Pretorius,

1986:54). Rigid discipline and a strict policy of punishment characterise

this kind of upbringing, which is of hierarchial responsibility is

madenature. If children revolt against parents' authority or question it in

any way, obedience is exacted from them by punishment. Corporal

punishment plays a dominant role (Van Wyk, 1983:45).

Steyn, Van Wyk and Le Roux (1989:338) assert that children from

authoritarian families generally manifest one of the following two

behavioural patterns:


